From: Ling, Shine <LingS@metro.net>

Sent time: 06/01/2020 07:59:36 PM

To: mindy.nguyen@lacity.org

Cec: Truong, Cassie <TruongC@metro.net>
Subject: Hollywood Center Project - DEIR comment
Attachments: 200601 Hollywood Center MTA.pdf

Dear Mindy: Attached please find Metro’s comment letter on the Hollywood Center project. Please reply-all to confirm receipt.

Thanks very much,
Shine

Shine Ling, AICP

LA Metro

Manager, Transportation Planning

Transit Oriented Communities

213.922.2671

lings@metro.net

metro.net | facebook.com/losangelesmetro | @metrolosangeles
Metro’s mission is to provide world-class transportation for all.
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Los Angeles County One Gateway Plaza 213.922.2000 Tel
Metropolitan Transportation Authority Los Angeles, CA 90012-2952 metro.net

Metro

June 1, 2020

Mindy Nguyen

City of Los Angeles, Department of City Planning
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 1350

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Sent by Email: mindy.nguyen@|acity.org

RE: Hollywood Center Project: ENV-2018-2115-EIR
Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) - Metro Comments

Dear Ms. Nguyen:

Thank you for coordinating with the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro)
regarding the proposed Hollywood Center Project (Project) located at 1720-1724 North Vine Street in the City of
Los Angeles (City). Metro is committed to working with local municipalities, developers, and other stakeholders
across Los Angeles County on transit-supportive developments to grow ridership, reduce driving, and promote
walkable neighborhoods. Transit Oriented Communities (TOCs) are places (such as corridors or
neighborhoods) that, by their design, allow people to drive less and access transit more. TOCs maximize
equitable access to a multi-modal transit network as a key organizing principle of land use planning and holistic
community development.

Per Metro’s area of statutory responsibility pursuant to sections 15082 (b) and 15086(a) of the Guidelines for
Implementation of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA: Cal. Code of Regulations, Title 14, Ch. 3),
the purpose of this letter is to provide the City with information on potential synergies associated with transit-
oriented developments that should be considered in the Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the Project.

In addition to the specific comments outlined below, Metro is providing the City and MCAF Vine LLC, 1750
North Vine LLC, 1749 North Vine Street LLC, 1770 Ivar LLC, 1722 North Argyle LLC, and 1720 North Vine LLC
(Applicant) with the Metro Adjacent Development Handbook (attached), which provides an overview of
common concerns for development adjacent to Metro right-of-way (ROW) and transit facilities, available at
www.metro.net/projects/devreview/.

Project Description

The Project includes a mixed-use development on an approximately 4.46-acre site, generally bounded by Yucca
Street on the north, lvar Avenue on the west, Argyle Avenue on the east, and adjacent development and
Hollywood Boulevard on the south, and bifurcated by Vine Street. Under the Project, the existing building on the
West Site would be demolished and the Capitol Records Complex would be preserved, and the remainder of the
Project Site would be redeveloped with 1,005 residential units, comprised 872 market-rate and 133 senior
affordable units, and up to 30,176 square feet of commercial uses, within four new mixed-use buildings (West
Building, East Building, West Senior Building, East Senior Building) which range in height from 11 to 46 stories.
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Hollywood Center Project
DEIR — Metro Comments
June 1, 2020

Transit Supportive Planning: Recommendations and Resources

Considering the Project’s proximity to the Hollywood/Vine Station, Metro would like to identify the potential
synergies associated with transit-oriented development:

1.

4.

Transit Supportive Planning Toolkit: Metro strongly recommends that the Applicant review the Transit
Supportive Planning Toolkit which identifies 10 elements of transit-supportive places and, applied
collectively, has been shown to reduce vehicle miles traveled by establishing community-scaled density,
diverse land use mix, combination of affordable housing, and infrastructure projects for pedestrians,
bicyclists, and people of all ages and abilities. This resource is available at
https://www.metro.net/projects /tod-toolkit.

Land Use: Metro supports development of commercial and residential properties near transit stations
and understands that increasing development near stations represents a mutually beneficial opportunity
to increase ridership and enhance transportation options for the users of developments. Metro
encourages the City and Applicant to be mindful of the Project’s proximity to the Hollywood and Vine
Station, including orienting pedestrian pathways towards the station.

Transit Connections and Access: Metro strongly encourages the Applicant to install Project features that
help facilitate safe and convenient connections for pedestrians, people riding bicycles, and transit users
to/from the Project site and nearby destinations. The City should consider requiring the installation of
such features as part of the conditions of approval for the Project, including:

a. Walkability: The provision of wide sidewalks, pedestrian lighting, a continuous canopy of shade
trees, enhanced crosswalks with ADA-compliant curb ramps, and other amenities along all
public street frontages of the development site to improve pedestrian safety and comfort to
access the nearby Hollywood/Vine Station.

b. Transfer Activity: Given the Project’s proximity to the Metro Hollywood and Vine Station the
Project design should consider and accommodate transfer activity between bus and (bus or
rail) lines that will occur along the sidewalks and public spaces. Metro has completed the
Metro Transfers Design Guide, a best practices document on transit improvements. This can
be accessed online at https://www.metro.net/projects/systemwidedesign.

c. Bicycle Use and Micromobility Devices: The provision of adequate short-term bicycle parking,
such as ground-level bicycle racks, and secure, access-controlled, enclosed long-term bicycle
parking for residents, employees, and guests. Bicycle parking facilities should be designed with
best practices in mind, including highly visible siting, effective surveillance, ease to locate, and
equipment installation with preferred spacing dimensions, so bicycle parking can be safely and
conveniently accessed. Similar provisions for micro-mobility devices are also encouraged. The
Applicant should also coordinate with the Metro Bike Share program for a potential Bike Share
station at this development.

d. First & Last Mile Access: The Project should address first-last mile connections to transit and is
encouraged to support these connections with wayfinding signage inclusive of all modes of
transportation. For reference, please review the First Last Mile Strategic Plan, authored by
Metro and the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG), available on-line at:
http://media.metro.net/docs/sustainability_path_design_guidelines.pdf

Parking: Metro encourages the incorporation of transit-oriented, pedestrian-oriented parking provision
strategies such as the reduction or removal of minimum parking requirements and the exploration of
shared parking opportunities. These strategies could be pursued to reduce automobile orientation in
design and travel demand.
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Hollywood Center Project
DEIR — Metro Comments
June 1, 2020

5. Wayfinding: Any temporary or permanent wayfinding signage with content referencing Metro services or
featuring the Metro brand and/or associated graphics (such as Metro Bus or Rail pictograms) requires
review and approval by Metro Signage and Environmental Graphic Design.

6. Transit Pass Programs: Metro would like to inform the Applicant of Metro’s employer transit pass
programs, including the Annual Transit Access Pass (A-TAP), the Employer Pass Program (E-Pass), and
Small Employer Pass (SEP) Program. These programs offer efficiencies and group rates that businesses
can offer employees as an incentive to utilize public transit. The A-TAP can also be used for residential
projects. For more information on these programs, please visit the programs’ website at
https://www.metro.net/riding/eapp/.

If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact me by phone at 213-922-2671, by email at
DevReview@metro.net, or by mail at the following address:

Metro Development Review
One Gateway Plaza
MS 99-22-1
Los Angeles, CA 90012-2952

Sincerely,

S

Shine Ling, AIC
Manager, Tran

Oriented Communities

Attachments and links:
e Adjacent Development Handbook: https://www.metro.net/projects/devreview/
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